
INDIGENOUS NEWS 

We would like to share with you the wonderful speeches that Ms Tanya Ault- Traditional Owner, 
Jinneecka Hookey year 10 and Kallum Cotterell year 9 shared with the Columba Community to 
celebrate NAIDOC. 

WELCOME TO COUNTRY SPEECH by Ms Tanya Ault 

NAIDOC THEME 2013: We value the vision: Yirrkala Bark Petitions 1963 

I would like to thank Barry for utilizing his skill and for inviting the spirits of the land to join us here in 
ceremony today. The implement that Barry just used is called a “Mirindi” or a Bullroarer. It is a 
traditional implement used to call members of the tribe together for important occasions and for all 
ceremonies, lore and custom. Without the use of a bullroarer you could not have a gathering such as 
this. Modern forms of communication had to start somewhere and for aboriginal people our form of 
long-distance communication was the Mirindi (Bullroarer). It is also our way of inviting visitors onto our 
land and it leaves the door open for you to come on in and help celebrate our culture with us.      

Good morning and welcome one and all to the 2013 NAIDOC celebrations at Columba Catholic 
College. 

My name is Tania Ault. My Lore name is Dillinga which means “Silver Brolga”  

I am an artist, traditional owner and descendant of the Gudjal and Kudjala people of Charters Towers.  

I am also a proud parent of this school.  

With this in mind I pay my respects to the Ancestors of this land. I would like to acknowledge all who 
have walked through this country before us and woven their Dreamtime stories into this ancient land 
that we call home.  

The spirits that surround us will continue the teachings of the Dreamtime stories, long after we have 
returned to the Earth from which we came.  

It is an honour and a privilege to welcome you all here to today’s ceremony. 

The NAIDOC theme for 2013 is “We value the vision: Yirrkala Bark Petitions 1963” 

At this point I won’t go into detail as to why the 50 year celebration of the Yirrkala Bark Petitions is so 
significant.  

Instead I would like to focus on the theme which itself was based upon a vision, just as today’s 
celebrations have been based upon a vision. A vision, that brings about unity upon the grounds of our 
college and for all who gather here today to share in this celebration.  

Without a vision there can be no GOALS. Without a goal there can be no DREAMS. Without a dream 
there is no PURPOSE. 

Each and every one of us has a goal, has a dream and has a purpose. This is the basis upon which 
the circle of life is created and sustained. Just by attending this ceremony today, each and every one 
of us who is a part of the Columba Catholic College family, has shared in a vision.  

Along with this acknowledgement, I would also like to welcome all our students who attend our 
College. Those of you who travel away from your own families and your communities in pursuit of an 
education as you fulfil your very own visions. You are welcome upon this land as you bring forth your 
own customs and traditions while shrouded in the spirit of your own families back home.    

Today as we raise our 4 flags Our Australian Flag, Our Queensland Flag, Our Aboriginal Flag and our 
Torres Strait Islander flag. Please take a moment and think about your vision: Your vision for your 
country and for your State. While bringing forth the visions of the past of our Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures as we all create a vision based upon our own GOALS, DREAMS and 
PURPOSE.  

To this end, I would like to acknowledge and thank the Columba Catholic College Indigenous Unit. In 
previous years the unit celebrated NAIDOC across the campuses with various educational activities 
and workshops for all members of the college community to share in.  

This year however, it was decided that the Indigenous Unit would put their allocated NAIDOC funding 
towards the purchase of the flags and the installation of the 4 flag poles.  



Let these flags serve as a reminder for years to come, of the wonderful celebrations that we are 
participating in here today. May it also provoke you to think once again of your own visions as you 
obtain your GOALS, pursue your DREAMS and fulfil your PURPOSE. 

Thank you. 

 

Kallum Cotterell’s speech NAIDOC 2013 

The 2013 NAIDOC theme is We value the vision: Yirrkala Bark Petitions 1963. The theme celebrates 
the 50th anniversary of the presentation of the Petitions to Federal Parliament. 

In August 1963, the Yolngu people of Yirrkala in northeast Arnhem Land sent two bark petitions to the 
Australian House of Representatives. The petitions protested the Commonwealth’s granting of mining 
rights in Arnhem Land. 

The petitions were the first traditional documents recognised by the Commonwealth Parliament and 
helped to shape the nation’s acknowledgment of Aboriginal people and their land rights. 

Today, we look to a future that better understands and celebrates the unique connection that 
Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islander’s share to country, as we continue to build an Australia that 
reflects the achievements and furthers the aspirations of our people. 

But it’s a vitally important opportunity to look to the future. To look around us and identify what it is 
that we can harness to drive us forward.  

We can harness the courage and determination of people across the country to work together for 
change. 

 

Jinneecka Hookey’s speech NAIDOC 2013 

In the 60’s Reverent Martin Luther King made a well-known speech which was called “I have a 
Dream”  

This morning I wish to share my speech which I have called  

“I have a Vision” 

I have a vision that the world will become a better place 

I have a vision that more people will get along and work together as a team 

I have a vision that people will look after and take care of each other 

I have a vision that everyone will have a home and someone to love them 

I have a vision that Australia will continue to be a healthy country 

I have a vision that children across the world will have the opportunity to have an education 

I have a vision that Columba will continue to be a safe and happy place for all future students 

I have a vision that one day we can live in a world where all people will not be judged by the colour of 
their skin but by the content of their character 

I am only one person with a vision but I now invite each of you sitting before me to help make these 
words a reality.  

Together we can make a difference. 

 

The Indigenous unit would like to thank all students and staff for their participation in making the day a 
very memorable occasion. 

 

 


